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Graduated from:  

 Mount Saint Joseph High School, 2001 

 Catholic University, B.A. 2005, Major:  History, 
Theology, and Philosophy  

 Loyola University, 2015, Masters in Education with 
a certificate in Administration 

 

Occupation: I landed my first job right out of college 

teaching Theology and working in 

Campus Ministry at Mt. St. 

Joe.  Near the end of this school 

year, I was named to the position 

of Assistant Principal/Director of 

Students at MSJ.  After thirteen 

years in the classroom, I will serve 

in that position full time next 

school year.  

 

Favorite St. Agnes Memories:   I have fond memories of 

the teachers there, including many of the Sisters of IHM, 

the Principal for much of my time there, Sr. Anne Mary, 

as well as Sr. Magdalene, and Sr. Gracette.  I still 

remember the prepositions because of Sr. Gracette's 

"bunny lesson."  I was challenged to go beyond my 

comfort zone by some of the longer tenured teachers 

there like Mrs. Seibel and Mrs. Shaw.  I realized after 

years of teaching myself just how good these teachers 

were at their craft, and how much I had learned from 

them about discipline, accountability, and integrity.  I 

remember singing in falsetto in 8th grade in Mr. Baker's 

music class with some of the other boys as he recorded 

(and laughed at) it.  It takes special people to do what 

these did women and men did for us.  They made big 

sacrifices teaching in those days in a Catholic school, and 

I am really grateful to have benefitted from their 

teaching.  

Biggest Accomplishment: My wife and I have two 

energetic boys, ages three and almost two.  I'm proud 

of everything I've been able to accomplish in my career 

as a teacher and coach, however nothing is more 

fulfilling and humbling than being a father.   

 

How did St. Agnes prepare you for your future? I think 

St. Agnes prepared me because it instilled in me the 

foundation of a real work ethic.  More importantly, I 

learned the values taught in the Gospels.  I had 

teachers in the classroom who modeled those values 

daily.  Being a successful teacher, to me, has always 

been about authenticity, trust, and respect.  If you 

allow your students to see who you really are, they 

tend to trust you.  If you give your students the respect 

they deserve, they tend to give respect return.  I think 

those things are the basis for all human relationships, 

really, and they're surprisingly easy to do.  I think 

anyone can be successful in life if they keep that in 

mind.  I suppose that would also serve as my advice to 

current St. Agnes students.  I would also encourage 

them to pursue their goals with passion and urgency!  

 

What did you want to be when you grew up? I can't 

remember specifically aspiring to be anything at St. 

Agnes, aside from a professional athlete.  But I do 

believe St. Agnes laid an important foundation for me 

to pursue a career in Catholic education, even if I didn't 

realize it at the time.  One of the things I've joked about 

with my students over the years is the irony that I never 

really enjoyed going to school, and yet I've never left 

the classroom!   

 

Interesting Fact:  I was in a band in college with three 

other St. Agnes alumni - Matt and Brian Bilenki, and 

Ryan Baldwin. 


