
Quote of the Week 

“If you have 
too much to 

do, with God’s 
help you will 

find time to do 
it all.” 

 

Saint Peter Canisius 

In This Issue 

 “Teacher of the Year” 

 Student Talent Show 

Auditions 

 Men’s Club Bingo Night 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 Prospective Family 

Open House 

 H.S.A. Notes 

       The Christmas Concert   

Christmas carols, Advent wreaths, Christmas trees, Midnight Mass, 
whether they are family or Church customs, the many traditions associated 
with the Advent and Christmas seasons make these special times of the 
year for all of us. One of these ancient traditions is the O Antiphons: seven 
responses, or antiphons, that are sung or recited to introduce the canticle 
of Mary (the Magnificat) at evening prayer from December 17- 23, the 
octave before Christmas. These antiphons are based on Isaiah’s 
prophecies and refer to the different ancient titles given to the Messiah: 

O Sapientia (O Wisdom) See Isaiah 11:2–3; 28:29. 

O Adonai (O Lord) See Isaiah 11:4–5; 33:22. 

O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse) See Isaiah 1:1; 11:10. 

O Clavis David (O Key of David) See Isaiah 9:6; 22:22. 

O Oriens (O Rising Sun) See Isaiah 9:1. 

O Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations) See Isaiah 9:5; 2:4. 

O Emmanuel (God with us) See Isaiah 7:14. 

We can bring these responses into our own prayers, as simple reminders 
throughout the day of the One whose coming we are joyfully expecting, as 
introductions to our own prayers of praise of Jesus, or as words of 
thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness throughout the ages and our lives.  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent/what-are-the-o-antiphons 
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 The Octave Before Christmas  

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent/what-are-the-o-antiphons


Things You Need to KNOW:  

Final Wednesday e-Folder of 2019 

As a reminder, today’s Wednesday e-Folder will be the final edition of 2019. Our weekly correspondence 
will once again resume on Wednesday, January 8. 

Morning Drop-off—12/19  
Please note that we will not hold our Community Meeting on Thursday, December 19. Therefore, families 
are asked to drop their child off at the corner of the school building tomorrow.   

Early Dismissal Day—12/20  

On Friday, December 20, we will dismiss at 12:05pm. And as reminder, no aftercare services will be 
available. The entire faculty will gather for our Christmas luncheon as a way to celebrate this joyful season 
and the gift of love that our teachers and staff provide each and every day. Thank you TEAM AGNES! 

Leadership Saint of the Week 
Saint Peter Canisius, SJ (1521–1597) serves as our Saint of the Week. For a half-century Jesuit Father 
Peter Canisius led the Catholic Reformation in Austria, Bavaria, and Bohemia. For that reason he is 
reckoned an apostle to Germany, second only to St. Boniface. With stupendous energy he preached and 
taught in parishes, reformed and founded universities, wrote many books including popular catechisms, 
restored lapsed Catholics, converted Protestants, preached retreats, and found time to care for the sick. In 
his last thirty years traveling more than twenty thousand miles on foot or horseback, St. Peter Canisius 
spearheaded the renewal of the Catholic faith in southern Germany. Peter Canisius serves as the Patron 
Saint of Germany and his feast day is this Friday, December 13. 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/16th-and-17th-century-ignatian-voices/st-peter-canisius-sj/ 

Leadership Words of the Day 

12/18 Sensitivity: awareness of the needs and emotions of others   

Reminder: Classes Resume on January 3  
As a reminder, with our faculty Lab Learner instructional training day being scheduled for Thursday, 
January 2, classes will resume after break and will return to session on Friday, January 3. Please note that 
we will NOT have a school Mass on this day. 

Student Talent Show Auditions—1/13 & 1/14  
As one of the many scheduled events during Catholic Schools Week, planning for the St. Agnes Talent 
Show is already underway. This year’s auditions will be held on Monday January 13 and Tuesday, January 
14 form 3:10-4:15 in Mr. Baker’s classroom.  And for your planning purposes, the rehearsal will be held on 
Thursday, January 23 where the students will perform twice—once during the day, and then again at 
7:00pm.  

Shoeboxes for the Seafarers Thank You  
As a result of your donations, St. Agnes is able to donate 80 gift boxes to those who will call upon the Port 
of Baltimore during the upcoming holiday season. Thank you for your kind generosity. And a special note 
of appreciation for our Student Council who led this service minded collection project. Your kind and 
thoughtful generosity is certain to bring a joyful smile to the many seafarers who will be away from their 
family and friends the Christmas. Thank you all! 

 



Things You Are Asked to DO:  

Teacher of the Year 
Each year, the Archdiocese of Baltimore asks each school to select their local “Teacher of the Year”. 
The faculty member for St. Agnes would go on to represent our school and would be considered for the 
archdiocesan “Teacher of the Year” award. With this being said, we would appreciate your input as part 
of the process. That said, please consider submitting a name of a classroom teacher who exemplifies 
the qualities of an exceptional educator by the Catholic identity they promote within our school, their 
leadership and professionalism, and their outstanding efforts to further student achievement. Please 

click HERE to provide your input. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

“Kindness Chain” At-Home Volunteers Needed 
As we prepare for our annual PBIS Acts of Kindness project, we are in need of volunteers to help 
assemble our kindness chains. That said, if you are interested in assembling chain links at home, 
please contact Mary Sites, our PBIS Coordinator/Coach: msites@stagnesschool.net. 

H.S.A. Notes  
Thank You:  

A special note of appreciation goes out to Harrieth Mrisho and Mary Riddick for serving as Committee 
Chairs for our recent Santa’s Workshop event. In addition, a special note of gratitude goes out to 
Michelle Hite and Kristin Young for serving as Committee Chairs for our recent Breakfast with Santa 
event. Thank you all for your leadership!  

And of course, we are thankful for all of the volunteers who contributed their time during the three days 
of fun that these two events brought to our community.  

Volunteer Opportunities:  

 One hour of volunteer time to pick up bags of old uniforms and donate them to Good Will. Please 
contact the school office to schedule the pick up. 

 One hour of volunteer time to take down the Christmas decorations in the cafeteria this Friday at 
8:15am. Please contact the school office to volunteer for this duty.  

St. Agnes Men’s Club Bingo Night—1/17  

On Friday, January 17, at 7:00pm in the Activity Center (Snow date January 24), our Activity Center will 
become home to the best letters in the alphabet B-I-N-G-O. That’s right, the annual St. Agnes Men’s 
Club Bingo Night is coming soon. Seating is very limited. To order tickets, please submit this ORDER 
FORM and payment to the School or Parish Office marked “ SAMC Bingo” . Tickets will be sold at 
the door if still available. However, since last year was a pre-event sell-out, don’t delay—order your 
tickets today! Party tables of 12 or more will be available again this year. Please contact Mike 
Stromberg at 410-971-6198 or email at mike21163@gmail.com.me to reserve your table and coordinate 
your ticket delivery.  

As this event serves as a major fundraiser for the St. Agnes Parish programs for our youth (including 
CYO Basketball), your support is greatly appreciated. 

St. Agnes Open House and Referral Program 

Christmas parties and other events serve as a wonderful occasion in which to share the good news of 
St. Agnes. So in your conversation with other families, be certain to invite them to our Winter Open 
House event that is scheduled for Friday, January 31 at 10:00am. And of course, your advocacy of 
BEAR NATION benefits you as well. For each new family you refer who ends up enrolling at St. Agnes 
by March 31, you will earn $750 off of next year’s tuition. Yes, its that easy! 

https://forms.gle/2Cvmzkt2sAS1Litq9
https://c928239f-4ee3-448e-9646-a17d7e49c7b9.filesusr.com/ugd/8d325e_7dfa65300cdb4396aff37b7dd849d638.pdf
https://c928239f-4ee3-448e-9646-a17d7e49c7b9.filesusr.com/ugd/8d325e_7dfa65300cdb4396aff37b7dd849d638.pdf


St. Agnes School            603 St. Agnes Lane Catonsville, MD 21229         410-747-4070 

Mark Your Calendar  

December 19    Fire Drill  

December 20    4th Grade Service Experience at Maiden Choice 

December 20    Early Dismissal (No Aftercare Available) 

January 3     Classes Resume after Christmas Break 

January 8     6th Grade Service Experience for WMS 

January 9     5th Grade Service Experience at CEA 

January 11     Robotics Competition 

January 13     8th Grade Service Experience at MBK 

January 13     Talent Show Auditions 

January 14     7th Grade Service Experience at Frederick Villa 

January 14     Talent Show Auditions 

@StAgnesSchoolMD  

@St.AgnesCatholicSchoolBaltimore 
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