
Song Verse of the Week  

“O come, o come Em-
manuel. 

To free your captive 
Israel. 

That mourns in lonely 
exile here. 

Until the Son of God 
appear .”  
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This Sunday, December 2 marks the first weekend of Advent and 
serves as the beginning of the Catholic Church's liturgical year. 

Advent (from, "ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the season 
encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the 
celebration of Christmas. 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts 
and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and also 
to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final days 
of Advent, focus particularly on our preparation for the 
celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas).  

This blessed season provides a wonderful opportunity for families 
to unite in prayer, scripture and reflection as we joyfully await the 
coming of Christ the Lord. To this point, the United States Catholic 
Conference of Bishops provides an Advent calendar that can 
guide your family through the joy of the season.  

Please click HERE for a copy of this calendar resource. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/ 
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Advent 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/upload/advent-calendar2018-family-interactive.pdf


Things You Need to KNOW:  

Student Tardies  
With the start of a new trimester on Thursday, it is a fitting time to offer a gentle reminder that our school 
day begins promptly at 8:05am each morning. As a rule of thumb, we provide each student three tardy 
infractions each trimester before they begin to receive a consequence. After the third tardy in any given 
trimester, the student will be assigned a recess detention for each tardy past their allotted three tardy 
passes. Thank you in advance for all that you do to ensure that your child arrives in time to be in the 
building by 8:05am each morning. 

Cold Weather Reminder 

With cold weather upon us, please be reminded to send your child into school with winter coats, hats and 
gloves. “St. Agnes Hill” (as we affectionately call our campus) can become rather chilly during the recess 
hour in the winter months.  

Middle School Play Auditions 
We are thrilled to share that auditions for the 2019 Middle School Play, will be held on December 3 and 4. 
The auditions will be held in the School Hall Cafeteria immediately following dismissal. Please pick-up your 
child at 4:30pm on both of these dates. 

Trimester I Reporting Dates  
Today concludes Trimester 1. As such, it might be helpful to clarify a couple of upcoming important dates. 
To begin, PowerSchool parent access closes on December 3.  And as well, Report Cards will be sent 
home on Friday, December 7. 

School Counselor  
I am delighted to report that we have hired a rather talented professional who will serve as our school 
counselor. Hope Gilchrist will begin her role at St. Agnes on Tuesday, December 4 and will work each 
week from 9am to 2pm on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s. Hope comes to us with experience as a school 
counselor and behavioral therapist in both private practice and Catholic school settings. In addition, our 
new counselor is even an author! We are thrilled to welcome Hope as part of TEAM AGNES! 

Intent to Re-Enroll  
As we draw closer to the end of the calendar year and prepare our proposed budget for the 2019-2020 
school year, we ask families to declare your intent to re-enroll for the upcoming year. And while indicating 
your families intent to re-enroll does not serve as a binding contract, it does provide the school important 
data regarding student enrollment numbers that are necessary to create our school budget and determine 
the tuition rates for the coming school year. Please note that you are asked to submit your Intent to Re-
Enroll by Friday, December 14. 



Things You Are Asked to DO:  

Shoebox for Seafarers 
This year at Saint Agnes we are once again getting into the spirit of the season by participating in the 
Christmas Shoebox Program with the Apostleship of the Sea in Baltimore.  This organization serves 
people who work as merchant seafarers and reaches out to over 2500 ships that call in the Port of 
Baltimore. 65% of the seafarers are Catholic and the organization is their main source of contact with 
the Catholic Church.  Many seafarers are away from home for months at a time, which can be 
especially difficult around the holidays. 

Requested donation items are being divided up according to grade levels.  Please note that the 
following donation items can be brought to the classrooms from December 3 until December 14: 

 Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 and K -- hats, gloves or socks 

 Grade 1 to Grade 3: pens, stationery, paperback books 

 Grade 4 to Grade 5: candy, granola/snack bars 

 Grade 6 to Grade 8: toiletries (lip balm, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving cream, hand sanitizer, 
etc.) 

Wreaths Across America 
We are pleased to announce that we collected $300 for the purchase of 20 wreaths that will be placed 
on the headstones of the veterans at the Baltimore National Cemetery. As a reminder, the second 
phase of this service project will be to assist the cemetery on January 19, 2019 to remove the hundreds 
of wreaths that will have been placed to honor the veterans during the Christmas season. More 
information will follow after we return from Christmas break. 

School Board Committee Membership 
An integral component to the work of the St. Agnes School Board is that of standing committees. If you 
have a willingness to serve as a member of any of the following committees, please contact Rob: 
Finance, Catholic identity, Facilities, Marketing, or Membership. 

Middle School Information Night 
Due to the low number of families that had RSVP’d for this evening’s St. Agnes Middle School 
Information Night, we will reschedule the event for a later date.   

H.S.A. Notes 

Christmas is coming the goose is getting fat. Won’t you please put a penny in the old man’s hat. If you 
don’t have a penny a half-penny will do. If you don’t have a half-penny, God bless you! 

Now that you are in the Christmas spirit, please mark your calendar for next week’s holiday festivities: 

 Santa’s Workshop is scheduled for next Thursday, December 6 and next Friday, December 7 in the 
Activity Center. 

 Please click HERE for a copy of the Breakfast with Santa flier that is scheduled for next Saturday, 
December 8 in the School Hall Cafeteria. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8d325e_5605bbc0ecf74e3b8329dd8b65660e7f.pdf
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Mark Your Calendar  

November 30:  8th Grade Service Experience at My Brothers Keeper 

December 6:  5th Grade Service Experience at C.E.A. Center 

December 6-7:  Santa’s Workshop (Activity Center Meeting Room) 

December 7:  Report Cards Sent Home 

December 8:  Breakfast with Santa (School Hall Cafeteria) 

December 10:  2nd Grade—First Reconciliation 

December  12:   6th Grade Service Experience for Westside Shelter 

December 13:  Fire Drill 

December 14:   Intent to Enroll Forms Due 

December 14:   Christmas Concert 

December 18:  7th Grade Service Experience at Frederick Villa 
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