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Earlier this year, we published the first ever St. Agnes 

Semi-Annual Report. The purpose of that publication 

was to offer our broader community, a brief glimpse 

into the unique spirit that exists within our school. And 

as you may now notice, the name of our semi-annual 

report has adapted so as to more completely embody 

the impact of our educational program. The St. Agnes 

experience does not conclude when a student becomes 

an alumni or when a parent’s last child graduates from 

our school or even when a parishioner no longer knows 

any family who is currently enrolled. Rather, for a 

school whose roots trace back to 1865, the St. Agnes 

experience transcends any episode of time. For this 

reason, our semi-annual report has evolved into a more 

revealing narrative. Thus, we arrived at the expression: 

St. Agnes Always as the signature name for our semi-

annual publication. 

As we reflect on this past year, we have been truly 

humbled by the many blessings that abound within 

BEAR NATION. Moreover, this has been quite a year on 

the St. Agnes campus. A year filled with appreciation for 

the past, gratitude for the present and excitement for 

the bright future that exists for our community. 

As a school who is committed to forming students of 

virtue in heart, mind and soul, the acronym S.A.S. (St. 

Agnes School) provides certainties to the foundation of 

our mission. Accordingly, our focus on developing the 

fruits of the Spirit in the young people of our community, 

underscore our faithfulness to the Catholic beliefs. 

Furthermore, our focus on strengthening the intellectual 

and critical thinking skills of our scholars represent an 

unwavering dedication to the strength of our Academic 

program. And finally, our focus to engage our students in 

active and direct Service to the marginalized members of 

our society, allows our children to see the face of Christ 

in everyone they meet. 

St. Augustine once defined a nation as a multitude of 

rational beings united by the objects of their love. And as 

a school community grounded by love for the past 152 

years, the doors of faith stand proudly upon the corner 

of St. Agnes Lane and Old Frederick Road.   

#WeAreStAgnes! 

 

 

 

Rob Costante, Principal  
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What’s the Buzz at S.A.S.? 
 

New School Board Members -  Our School Board is pleased to welcome Sarah Grago, Kate Gilbert 
and Scott Hollingsworth as its newest members for the 2018-19 School Year.  We would like to 
thank our retiring Board Members, Tracey Calderone, Mary Lou LaMartina, and Eileen Farmer for 
their service to St. Agnes!  

 

Technology Integration Update - In October of 2017, St. Agnes School received a Knott Foundation 
Grant awarding us money to purchase Chromebooks and charging stations for our 3rd through 8th 
Grade students. Using the Chromebooks, in addition to other devices and tools within the 
classroom, allows us to further our mission to evolve our 21st Century Classrooms. 

 A 21st Century Education focuses on Communication, Collaboration, Critical 
Thinking and Creativity. At St. Agnes we strive to develop a passion for 
learning in our students as they become more self-confident, 
globally competitive, and comfortable working within different 
group dynamics.  By utilizing the Chromebooks as part of every 
day lessons, not only are we are enhancing our children’s  
learning experience, we are also able to customize learning to 
meet the diverse needs of each student.  

In order to help us order, configure and deploy the Chromebooks into our classrooms and 
curriculum, we have been blessed to have the support of Nancy Reed, from the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore, as our Technology Integration Specialist. Nancy has a Masters in 
Instructional Technology and is a retired Supervisor of Elementary English 
Language Arts for Baltimore County Public Schools.  She is thrilled to work with 
St. Agnes,  as she has a close connection to Catonsville and is a Mt. de Sales 
graduate.  She described this role as her dream job as she is able to work with our 
teachers (and teachers at other AOB Schools) to improve student achievement 
and meet the needs of our 21st Century Learners.  “This is more than just using 
computers”, Nancy said. “This is a mind shift in the way we teach. I am so thrilled 

to be working with  the teachers at St. Agnes  during Professional Development Sessions, visiting  
and co-teaching in the classrooms, and during their planning times as we work to integrate and 
enhance their lesson plans with technology.”  Thanks to Nancy, and our deployment team,  we are 
pleased to report that our Chromebooks were an every day part of life at St. Agnes this spring!   

 

New H.S.A. Board Members  - We are pleased to welcome Sherita Thomas as our new H.S.A. 
President for the 2018-19 School Year. Sherita has served on the H.S.A. board for several years and 
is looking forward to increasing family engagement and maximizing our fundraising efforts. We also 
welcome several new members to the H.S.A. Board and our new Leadership Committees: Mary 
Czlonka, Michelle Hite, Torena Brown, Kay Taylor, Rachel Norcio Nyankale, Allison Joyce,  Stacey 
Ferguson, Kristen LaSor, and Michelle Barksdale.  Thank you, all, for stepping up to help lead us 
during the upcoming school year. 

At this time, we would also like to recognize and thank Mr. Ray Short for his dedication and support 
in his tenure as our H.S.A. President and parent volunteer for many years. Angela Romeo, outgoing 
Vice President, will also be stepping down from the H.S.A. board - but not leaving St. Agnes just yet! 
Mrs. Romeo’s youngest son, Henry, will graduate in May with the class of 2019. Thank you Angela 
and Ray, for your service to St. Agnes!  
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Congratulations! 

Congratulations to the Class of 2018! We are so 

proud of your hard work and are honored to have 

been part of your life’s journey.  Know that no 

matter where you are in life, you have a home 

and a family at St. Agnes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, 

We ask for your almighty hand to be upon all of 

our graduates. Bless their lives from this day on 

with goodness and love. 

Help them to stay true to their dreams, to use 

their gifts wisely, and to walk into the future with 

faith, hope, and great love. 

Amen. 

 

 

From the Desk of our 

Pastor 

Dear Friends: 

We are so happy to share this update with you from 

the St. Agnes School family.   

It has been a busy year!  Our children have grown 

this year in all their academic subjects and in their 

love for the Lord Jesus.  Now it is time for transitions 

– to higher grades, to new schools, and to the next 

stage of life.  We bid a fond farewell to our 

graduated 8th graders and wish them luck in their 

high school careers.  We wish “God’s speed” to the 

faculty and staff members who are leaving St. Agnes 

and moving on to new adventures. 

One of the things that I love about St. Agnes School 

are our weekly school Masses.  The children are 

always full of enthusiasm to hear God’s Word and to 

celebrate the Eucharist.  Our music is always 

prayerful and spiritually uplifting thanks to Mr. Baker 

and Mrs. Williams.  Our campus ministry students 

and Cherubs do a great job leading the rosary and 

reading the Scriptures and prayers of the Mass.  It is 

truly a highlight of the week! 

I hope that the summer season includes a time for 

you to relax and enjoy the sunshine.  Wherever you 

travel, always carry that “St. Agnes Pride!”    

    

Yours in the Lord Jesus, 

Rev. Michael J. Foppiano 

Pastor 

Grace Adkins 

Erin Berlin 

Saunders Ebuwei 

Kelly Endler 

Kyle Geary 

Taylor Gilmore 

Darius Harris 

Kennedi Henson 

Nadia Jackson 

Miriana Kelly 

Blaire Killikelly 

Mikel Lewis 

Jonah Matthews 

Winfre McWilliams 

Sarah Mercer 

Amara Njoku 

Keith Norris 

Benjamin Payne 

Jawann Poquiz 

Rayven Short 

Keon Smith 

Leconte Stover 

Brooke Stromberg 

Ishaan Vadakoot 
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Strategic Plan Update 

As is good practice, and required by the Archdiocese of Baltimore, the St. Agnes School Board is 

continuously engaged in an active strategic plan that allows the school to experience stability, growth and 

the ability to adapt to unexpected changes as necessary. The Board established a Strategic Planning 

Committee, consisting of Principal Rob Costante, Fr. Foppiano and first-year Board member, Mike Doyle, 

that will guide and support the process over the next three to five years. The Committee has met regularly 

since October 2017 and started the process by assessing the current strengths, challenges and growth areas 

for the school.  Below is a snapshot of the activities in the planning process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWOT Analysis (November 2017): The Committee and the Board assessed the current 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (concerns) the school currently faces.  

Survey Stakeholders (February 2018): After defining the priorities, the Committee 

conducted a survey with three key stakeholders: School Board Members, St. Agnes 

faculty/staff, St. Agnes parents.  

By the Fall of the 2018-19 academic year, the Board will present a clear roadmap for the direction of the 

school that is easy to understand and provides opportunities for the entire St. Agnes community to join 

together to achieve the goals outlined in the plan that will guide us through growth and prosperity over the 

next few years. As the saying goes, “first we plan the work, then we work the plan.” This is an exciting time 

to a be a part of the St. Agnes family and we look forward to the many blessings and accomplishments as 

we move forward with God’s grace in all that we do for our students. 

Identify Strategic Priorities (December 2017): The committee categorized all the 

information into the prevailing themes or strategic priorities for the school: Academic 

Foundation, Faith Formation, and Institutional Development.  

SMART Goals with Board Committees (July/August 2018):  Findings from the 

stakeholder surveys will prepare the Board to begin goal setting and action planning. 

Committees within the Board will then be responsible for managing progress related to 

each goal. 
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Life in BEAR Nation 



SERVICE ABOVE SELF - S.A.S. SERVICE PROGAM 

Class of 2020 

Our Middle School students at St. Agnes School experienced monthly service activities as 

a new school initiative this year. Our young people are learning to incorporate the 

Christian mentality of Service Above Self into their everyday lives. By applying their 

learning in our local community environment, our students are having real world 

experiences to apply the values and behaviors we as parents, educators, and parishioners 

have taught them.  These experiences will accompany them as they decide how to live a 

life in the principles and vision of Christ, Our Lord. 

Each of the middle school grades focus on one area of giving. For example, the sixth grade 

has provided service to the Westside Shelter; the seventh grade has provided service to 

Frederick Villa; and the eighth grade has provided service to My Brother’s Keeper. By 

going out into the community with parent/staff supervision, the students are learning real 

life skills based in the Catholic faith that will guide them in making lifelong decisions about 

their career aspirations. 

It has been my pleasure this year to accompany the eighth grade students to My Brother’s 

Keeper, where we have served meals to local community members in need. I have been 

so impressed with the humble love that our students display as they serve lunches to the 

recipients. There is so much mutual respect that it is beyond heartwarming to observe. I 

am blessed to be able to volunteer and observe our St. Agnes Students in action. Their 

pure love is already making a difference in our world. 

Pat Barton, School Volunteer and School Board Vice Chair 
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Alumni Spotlight - Sam Bianco 

 Class of 1997 
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Graduated from:  

 Mount Saint Joseph High School, 2001 

 Catholic University, B.A. 2005, Major:  History, 
Theology, and Philosophy  

 Loyola University, 2015, Masters in Education with 
a certificate in Administration 

 

Occupation: I landed my first job right out of college 

teaching Theology and working in 

Campus Ministry at Mt. St. 

Joe.  Near the end of this school 

year, I was named to the position 

of Assistant Principal/Director of 

Students at MSJ.  After thirteen 

years in the classroom, I will serve 

in that position full time next 

school year.  

 

Favorite St. Agnes Memories:   I have fond memories of 

the teachers there, including many of the Sisters of IHM, 

the Principal for much of my time there, Sr. Anne Mary, 

as well as Sr. Magdalene, and Sr. Gracette.  I still 

remember the prepositions because of Sr. Gracette's 

"bunny lesson."  I was challenged to go beyond my 

comfort zone by some of the longer tenured teachers 

there like Mrs. Seibel and Mrs. Shaw.  I realized after 

years of teaching myself just how good these teachers 

were at their craft, and how much I had learned from 

them about discipline, accountability, and integrity.  I 

remember singing in falsetto in 8th grade in Mr. Baker's 

music class with some of the other boys as he recorded 

(and laughed at) it.  It takes special people to do what 

these did women and men did for us.  They made big 

sacrifices teaching in those days in a Catholic school, and 

I am really grateful to have benefitted from their 

teaching.  

Biggest Accomplishment: My wife and I have two 

energetic boys, ages three and almost two.  I'm proud 

of everything I've been able to accomplish in my career 

as a teacher and coach, however nothing is more 

fulfilling and humbling than being a father.   

 

How did St. Agnes prepare you for your future? I think 

St. Agnes prepared me because it instilled in me the 

foundation of a real work ethic.  More importantly, I 

learned the values taught in the Gospels.  I had 

teachers in the classroom who modeled those values 

daily.  Being a successful teacher, to me, has always 

been about authenticity, trust, and respect.  If you 

allow your students to see who you really are, they 

tend to trust you.  If you give your students the respect 

they deserve, they tend to give respect return.  I think 

those things are the basis for all human relationships, 

really, and they're surprisingly easy to do.  I think 

anyone can be successful in life if they keep that in 

mind.  I suppose that would also serve as my advice to 

current St. Agnes students.  I would also encourage 

them to pursue their goals with passion and urgency!  

 

What did you want to be when you grew up? I can't 

remember specifically aspiring to be anything at St. 

Agnes, aside from a professional athlete.  But I do 

believe St. Agnes laid an important foundation for me 

to pursue a career in Catholic education, even if I didn't 

realize it at the time.  One of the things I've joked about 

with my students over the years is the irony that I never 

really enjoyed going to school, and yet I've never left 

the classroom!   

 

Interesting Fact:  I was in a band in college with three 

other St. Agnes alumni - Matt and Brian Bilenki, and 

Ryan Baldwin. 



 

 @St.AgnesCatholicSchoolBaltimore 

 @stagnesschool  

 @StAgnesSchoolMD  

 @StAgnesAlumnaeCatonsvilleMd 

  https://www.stagnesschool.net/blog 

Stay Connected 
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603 St. Agnes Lane  

Baltimore, MD 21229 

In November 2018, we will be hosting several Alumni Events 

including an all class reunion! If you are interested in being 

part of the planning committee, please contact Katie Wilder 

kwilder@stagnesschool.net or by calling 410-747-4070.  
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